Black Heart News for July/August 2020
Corona Virus Update: The pandemic that is COVID19 has completely disrupted the lives of folks all over the
world. The experts tell us that things will get worse before they get better. With more testing, we’ll see
confirmation of more cases.
We hope folks will take care to follow the advice of responsible public health officials and our local, state
and federal leaders. Our world returning to some semblance of normalcy depends upon folks being smart
and taking appropriate precautions to avoid contracting and spreading the virus.
A number of significant national and international events and gatherings have been postponed or cancelled
this year. That includes hobby-related events that we attend every year. JerseyFest in Newark, New Jersey
was scheduled for September but has now been cancelled. We look forward to JerseyFest 2021.

In May, Black Heart teamed up with Steve Iverson of CultTVMan; Tom Grossman of TAG Team Hobbies; Rob
Mattison of Monster Model Review; Lyn Stahl of Metal Head Minis and Norbert Ossner of Resin Maniacs to
host a virtual hobby event as a result of WonderFest’s postponement of their annual event. A number of
folks (kit producers, painters, social networking folks, hobbyists, gamers, dealers, retailers, video bloggers,
YouTubers and other would-be convention-goers) joined us to keep WonderFest weekend from being a
total shutdown and shut-in. The collaboration was called Want-A-Fest and the Want-A-Fest Virtual Event
Group page remains active on Facebook.
It turned out to be an excellent event and particularly timely as most of us were shut in and social
distancing and craving some hobby-related socializing. The event featured a model contest in which more
than 600 entries from modelers in Canada, Mexico, China, Japan, Sweden, Germany, Switzerland, Australia,
France, Italy, Spain, the U.K., and others I may have forgotten; a raffle with prizes from more than 40
contributors and donors; a virtual vendors hall and artist alley in which more than 75 producers, retailers,
dealers, sculptors and painters participated, and cash donations from a number of awesome supporters.
The model contest saw more than 2600 photos submitted and more than 600 models entered. Dozens of
folks (first responders, veterans, folks laid off or otherwise underemployed during the pandemic) had their
contest entry fees covered by donations from folks wanting to support the event and to show support for
WonderFest. We saw contest entries from veterans who sustained injuries as a result of their military
service. They, along with other contest participants unable attend a live event because of health issues,
difficulty traveling, and/or finances, were able to participate.
Between the contest entry fees, raffle ticket sales, and cash donations, the event raised just shy of $8500,
all of which was given to WonderFest to help them through this challenging time. And while the event was a
successful one, especially considering only three or so weeks to plan it, we planned this event as a one-shot
deal. Despite the encouragement from a lot of folks to do it again, we have no plans to make Want-A-Fest a
recurring event. Perhaps some other folks can pull something like that together.
The Want-A-Fest team thanks everyone involved in supporting the event and showing everyone what a cool
community our hobby is.

NEW STUFF
Our newest 1:1 scale wall-hanger is available now. The Werewolf from the 1958 film, How To Make A
Monster, was sculpted by Jeff Yagher. At 20 inches tall, The Werewolf is available only as a wall-hanger.
The retail price is $260; shipping is $35.

The Werewolf from
How To Make A Monster (1958)
Painted by Greg McKellar

microMANIA

Coming August 1st are four new microMANIA dinosaur busts. Sculpted by Shane Foulkes are the
Ceratosaurus, Pentaceratops and Pachycephalosaurus. Mike Berglund sculpted the Triceratops.
Pentaceratops

Ceratosaurus

Triceratops

Pachycephalosaurus

microDinosaurs painted by Steve Riojas

Coming in August is our life-sized bust of Christopher Lee as Dracula sculpted Jeff Yagher. The bust will be available
at the beginning of August. Price TBD.

Coming in August is our microMANIA™ Tribute Bust Set #2 celebrating the contributions of George Takai, DeForest
Kelley, James Doohan and Gene Roddenberry for their contributions to science fiction television and film. The busts
were also sculpted by Jeff Yagher and stand between 6 and 6-1/2 inches tall with the base. Each retails at $30.
Shipping is $10 in the U.S. The cost for the whole set is $100 plus $16 U.S. shipping. We will start taking and
shipping orders August 1st.
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Still available is our microMANIA™ Tribute Bust Set #1 celebrating the contributions of DeForest Kelley, James
Doohan, George Takai and Gene Roddenberry to science fiction television and film. The busts were sculpted by Jeff
Yagher and stand between 6 and 6-1/2 inches tall. Each retails at $30. Shipping is $10 in the U.S. The cost for the
whole set is $100 plus $16 U.S. shipping.

William Shatner

Leonard Nimoy

Ricardo Montalban

Nichelle Nichols

Also available is our Purgatory set of microMANIA™ busts sculpted by Joe Simon. This line of original busts features
characters “atoning” for their sins and being purged of evil impulses, desires, and predilections.

The Knucklehead

The Whisperer

The Idle Mind

The Voyeur

Kaiju Sale: July is Kaiju Month for Black heart because of G-Fest, the annual Godzilla convention, in
Chicago. This year, G-Fest was cancelled because of the pandemic that has caused every other show so far
this year to be postponed or cancelled. With that in mind, Black Heart is bringing some Kaiju love to fans of
model kits of giant monsters. The sale runs through August 1.
Included in the sale:
2014 Godzilla
wall-hanger
(sculpted by
Shinya
Hamano)
$215 plus $30
shipping

360 Series
King Kong
(sculpted by
Mark Van
Tine) $300
plus $40
shipping

Talos
(sculpted by
Neil Vickers
and Creator
Worx) $225
plus $40
shipping

1964 Godzilla
wall-hanger
(sculpted by
Bill Wieger)
$170 plus $30
shipping

Kaiju Sale (continued)

microMANIA Shin Godzilla

$20 plus $9 shipping

microMANIA Rodan
$16 plus $9 shipping

microMANIA Trog
$16 plus $9 shipping

microMANIA Ghidora
$37.50 plus $10 shipping

microMANIA Mothra
$16 plus $9 shipping

microMANIA Ymir
$16 plus $9 shipping

microMANIA Talos
$16 plus $9 shipping

microMANIA Godzilla
$16 plus $9 shipping

microMANIA Cyclops
$16 plus $9 shipping

microMANIA Dragon
$16 plus $9 shipping

The Ymir from 20 Million Miles to Earth
This is the original Max Factory/GEOmetric Design vinyl kit of one of Ray Harryhausen’s most popular
monsters and is no longer in production. This kit was designed to be posable and we have fewer than 25
left. When these are sold, there will be no more.
The Ymir comes in the original box with instructions and is in mint condition. Email us as
goblackheart@comcast.NET for availability. The price is $110 shipped.
PAYMENT ACCEPTED ONLY VIA PAYPAL to goblackheart@comcast.NET.

TIPS & ADVICE
Check out our T & A page. More than 50 articles with kit-finishing tips, painting techniques and effects from
some of the most experienced and talented artists in the model kit-building hobby. The latest addition to
our T & A page contains the first four installments of Jeff Camp’s Gorgon bust tutorial.

More Articles Coming Soon
Abner Marin’s Caracolilla by Bruce Horton
The Gorgon by Greg McKellar

Waxing The Gorgon by George Stephenson
A Tribute to Basil Gogos by Richard Muza

CUSTOMER GALLERY
Check out our Gallery page with more than 2000 photos of finished Black Heart kits sent to us by customers
from all over the world.

The Werewolf sculpted by Jeff Yagher; painted by Greg McKellar

Angelique sculpted by Abner Marin; painted by Jim Jackson

Angelique sculpted by Abner Marin; painted by Richard Strohmeyer
with ultra-violet light activated paint

The Mummy sculpted by Dan Thompson; painted by Megan Many

Megan Many and the Mummy

Abner Marin’s Angelique; painted by Byron Taylor

microMANIA Nyarlathotep sculpted by Greg Onychuk; painted by Neil Vickers/Creator Worx

Black Heart’s Nosferatu sculpted by Jeff Yagher;
painted by Tony Krerowicz.

This figure features a hand-made coat and-made
trousers (by Tony himself!!) for historical accuracy. This
was months of work and research. Tony used a
modified mannequin body for this museum quality
project.
Amazing work, Tony.

Tentative Convention Schedule for 2020
October 23-25, 2020
Crowne Plaza Louisville Airport Hotel
830 Phillips Lane, Louisville, KY 40209
WonderFest is a weekend of hobby escape that is held every year in Louisville, Kentucky. WonderFest features
movie special effects guests; the largest model contest in the U.S. for sci-fi, horror & comics-related subjects; model
and toy dealers galore; and seminars to entertain and improve modeling skills. Check out the Badger/Black Heart
airbrushing and model finishing class at this convention each year

For more information, go to https://wonderfest.com/
__________________________________________________________________________________________

G- FEST July 9- 11, 2020
Rosemont, IL

CANCELLED
G-FEST is the largest regular gathering of Godzilla and
Japanese monster fans in the world. Held each summer, it
typically attracts more than 1000 attendees, but has seen a
gradual increase in attendance over the past few years.
G-FEST is a family-oriented convention which caters to a
wide variety of interests within the kaiju genre. G-FEST
features presentations and Q & A sessions by actors and
crew from the Japanese Godzilla films, fan presentations
on topics of interest, contests and gaming, new and classic
kaiju movies, the western world’s largest kaiju-oriented
dealers room, and lots of kaiju fun and camaraderie.
For more information, go to http://www.g-fan.com/html/gfest_xxvi/registration_xxvi.php.

_____________________________________________________________________________
July 30-August 2, 2020
Indianapolis Convention Center
Indianapolis, IN 46225

CANCELLED
Gen Con is the original, longest-running gaming convention in the world!
Founded in 1968, Gen Con hosts the largest consumer hobby, fantasy,
science fiction, and adventure game convention in North America. With 500
exhibiting game companies, award-winning authors and artists, vibrant
costumes, thousands of events, family entertainment, food trucks, a beer
garden, and the debut of hundreds of exciting new games, Gen Con truly is
The Best Four Days in Gaming™.
For more information, go to: https://www.gencon.com/

_____________________________________________________________________________

September 2020
Newark, New Jersey

CANCELLED
JerseyFest is the best model kit and statue fair on the east coast, a show which caters to
hobbyists and collectors of busts, figures, model ships and vehicles based on horror, sci-fi,
comic, and fantasy subjects. The show offers sculpting classes, airbrushing classes, painting
classes and assorted seminars and demos by some of the top artists in the hobby.
For more information about this annual convention, check out http://jerseyfestfair.com/.
_____________________________________________________________________________
September 2020
Indianapolis, Indiana

MASK-FEST is a family-friendly convention that celebrates the artistry of MASKS, MAKE-UP,
MONSTERS, and HALLOWEEN! At MASK-FEST, you'll witness aisle upon aisle of independent
artists selling, demonstrating and displaying collectible masks, makeup fx, props, model kits
and busts, and every other sort of monstrous goody you can imagine.
For more information, go to https://www.maskfest.com/events.shtml.
_____________________________________________________________________________
Labor Day Weekend 2020
Hilton Denton Convention
Center Denton, Texas

CANCELLED
ReaperCon is a four-day celebration of miniatures and miniatures painting sponsored by
Reapers Miniatures. The convention features hosting some of the best talent in the
miniatures and gaming industry--world-class sculptors, painters and illustrators, and four
days of classes, seminars, games, a painting contest and other fun stuff.
For more information go to: https://reapercon.com/.
_____________________________________________________________________________

